'UNDREDS of Bluff resi-
: s who believe their
‘was threatened by

1ous fumes from the
ur fire are preparing to

ass1ve ‘class action law-
Ny rsof the chemlcal i
. . Community Alliance

committee member Gaillard, IVS

. signed to have their tops blown‘ off

sa1d Erasmus. ,
“Idon’t think huge i ise
propriate word. This is go:

an extremely large class action,

and we will obviously be lodging pa-
pers as soon as possible,” he said.
South Durban Envnonmental

Desmond D’sa said the organisat
supported the residents’ legal battle

‘and said it was time council was

also held accountable for the safety
of citizens.
IVS management and the entire

storage facility could be the focus of

further investigations.
According to safety and securlty

gement adnutted that one of -

. sothat the contents can burn off in.

€ to the Daily News in an
us interview yesterday attor-
v Fran Erasmus who is spear-
admg the legal battle, said a team
- Gauteng . advocates would soon
arrive in Durban to lodge papers in
High Court. Although unwilling
isclose the extent of the possible
claim, he said it would encompass
damage claims dating back to more
than 15 years.
Family of Meshail Reddy, the
IVS contract worker who died in
the explosions, yesterday said they
were in discussions with IVS and
ere therefore uncertain on
ther they would also pursue a
im against the company.
“Speaking in broad terms, the
claims would be based on the al-
leged negligence of IVS. Compa-
nies that store chemicals of that
nature have a duty to protect the
reside fm the areas where they
operate. *
“‘And I’m not even ta]kmg about
the employees who are sick as well.

_dures at next week’s full council
meeting, after IVS management
 told councillor it was the responsi-

table a set of questlons ‘over the

city’s disaster management proce- |

bility of the city to formulate evac-

“uation plans

“We still have not been told of
the cause of the fire, but there was
clear evidence of spillages from

tankers using roads through resi- |
_ dential areas. One could easily say

that there are many people are ex-
tremely vulnerable and at some
stage there will have to negotiations
about moving them. 1

“We will mterrogate the whole
situation fully - this is not the end
of anything. At some stage there
also needs to be a through inspec-
tion of all the tanks to make sure
they comply with current legisla-
tion,” Gaillard said. -

.Repeated attempts to contact
IVS management for comment
were unsuccessful.

The community meetmg w1ll be

~ held at the NG Church in Old Mis-

sion Road at ﬁpxn loday

'There are many people who are suf-
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